For Immediate Release

Grassroots Information Network Formed by Yisrael B’Aliya
to Expand Anglos’ Promotion of Israel

Jerusalem – 20 September 2001 – 3 Tishrei 5762 – The Yisrael B’Aliya party announced today the launch of a grassroots “hasbara” network providing Israeli citizens with English-speaking backgrounds a platform through which they can actively participate in Israel’s information and promotion effort. Called the “Israel Citizens’ Information Council” (ICIC), the project offers an organized structure coordinating the activities of the many Israelis looking to bolster Israel’s standing, both in the media and in public opinion.

“Especially in light of last week’s events, Israel needs grassroots spokespeople,” commented Yisrael B’Aliya leader Natan Sharansky, Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Housing, and a former prisoner of Zion. “Officials representing the government can only do so much.  It’s the power of the people, in their everyday interactions with colleagues, families and communities abroad, which ICIC is harnessing.”

Current projects in process include arranging speaking engagements for Israeli travelers abroad, hosting visiting groups in the homes of Israeli Anglos, focused media advocacy, and open forums and special community-based projects overseas.

ICIC is a volunteer effort, with members donating a portion of their time during visits overseas to meet with local communities and media, to engage them in discussions and activities designed to increase understanding of the complex and various issues facing Israel today. Members of ICIC are chiefly native English-speaking Israelis, who lived in the United States, Canada, the UK, South Africa or Australia, who made aliya to Israel and offer a unique perspective on the current situation – as ordinary citizens. 

In announcing the launch of the ICIC, Eli Kazhdan, Director General of Yisrael B’Aliya and former resident of Boston, said: “Many Israeli ‘Anglos’ have long complained about the lack of effective information policy by the government of Israel. Today, Israel is at the forefront of an international coalition focused on eradicating terror world-wide. The ICIC effort will enable us to exploit one of our greatest assets, our own citizens, to present Israel’s case to communities in the English-speaking world. We invite all those for whom our ‘hasbara’ is important to contact the ICIC at hasbara@aliya.org.il. ”

Sharansky hopes that the ICIC members will also serve as role models to Jewish communities. “Yisrael B’Aliya has always stressed the importance of Jewish identity. We believe that ICIC members will represent Israel as the epicenter of Jewish life today and help to restore the importance of Zionist values for the American Jewish community”.

Dr. Yizchak Mansdorf of Raanana will be coordinating the ICIC project.  Local community chapters and coordinators are planned for communities throughout Israel.
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